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�C��Y�S�, �i�e Apples on Trees - 
The Predator Free 2050 Goal 

�y �e�art�e�t of Co��er�ation 
�s l��e��ed u�der a Creati�e

Co�mo�s �ttr��ution�Share�li�e
4�0 �nter�atio�al ���e��e�

Writte� �y To�y Morr�s a�d ill�strated
�y �zra Whitta�er from ��yli�ht�



�eet the i�cred�ble kākāpō, the world’s 
only fli�htle�s �arrot� �t’s a hi�hly 
i�telli�e�t noctur�al fora�er, the 

hea��est �arrot i� the world� a�d it 
�a� li�e to �e u� to �0 �ears old�

A tr�e o�e�of�a��i�d wonder,
a taon�a for �g�i �ahu 

a�d only fou�d ri�ht here i� 
Aotearoa �e� �eala�d�

They ��ed to �e ple�t��ul.

�n the 1��0s� �est Co�st �ur�eyor Charl�e Dou�l�s 
wrote that there �ere so �a�y that you could sha�e 
a ��sh a�d slee�i�g kākāpō would �all out li�e a�ples�



�fter 85 �illion �ears i� ph����al �solation� the a���als
a�d pla�ts of Aotearoa ada�ted to the la�d��a�e� a�d

the other s�e��es arou�d them� i� u�i��e ���s�

So, �e e�ded u� �ith com�letely u�i��e s�e��e�:
a���e�t ri�er d�c�s� a �arrot that li�es from

the mou�t�i�s to the �ea� predatory la�d slu�s�
��a�t �ar�i�oro�s s��ils� a ��a�t �i�gle�s cr�c�et
a�d of cour�e� noctur�al grou�d�fora�i�g �irds�

The �irds� i��ects� l��ards
a�d fro�s of Aotearoa all
e�ol�ed to thri�e i� th�s 

s�e����c �et of conditio�s�

Their colour, their ��ell� the sha�e of their bod�es�
The ��y they �eed a�d hu�t a�d breed a�d slee� –
all de�i��ed to �it to�ether i� a �er�ectly �ala��ed

eco��stem� �ur own �ala�a�os� ri�ht here�



The kākāpō, for e��m�le� e�ol�ed to only
breed whe� there’s a� extra lar�e crop of r��u

�err�es� wh�ch ha��e�s e�ery 2 to 4 �ears�

Their �atural predators �ere i� the �ir, so they st�c� to the
grou�d� Their de�e��e - �f s�otted - ��s to free�e� From

�bo�e� their fl���y gree� �eathers would look li�e a ��all shr�b�

�nd the� e�erythi�g cha��ed.

�eople arri�ed a�d they also brou�ht

�ith them �e� i�trod��ed predators�

i�cludi�g rats� po����s a�d stoats�



�nd now – there are only
arou�d 2�0 kākāpō left.

�i�i�g on the grou�d� free�i�g �s a de�e��e:
�udde�ly their ����e���ul e�olutio�ary
�ur�i�al t�ct��s �ade them e��y prey�

�nd it’s not ��st kākāpō that �ere de���ated:
The�e predators �ill a� est��ated 2� �illion
�ati�e �irds e�ch �ear.

�i�ht now� �4� of our �ati�e re�tiles a�d �2� of 
our �irds are threate�ed or at r�s� of exti�ction�
4 out of e�ery 5 �irds are i� tro�ble - so�e ��y
go exti�ct i� our l��et��es� �ithout ur�e�t �ction�

�����Y ���E ����I��.



The good �e�s �s� it does�’t ha�e to �e li�e th�s� �ur con�ection 
to th�s la�d a�d its �ildl��e ru�s dee�. There’s a pr�ct��al co��ern 

- our econo�y de�e�ds on a healthy e��iro��e�t��.

��. �ut more �m�orta�tly� it’s �erso�al too
– it’s dee�ly t�ed i�to our wha�a�a�a� our

ph����al a�d �e�tal health, our �e��e of �elf�

�e’re doi�g what �e �a� to protect what
pre�io�s pla�ts a�d a���als �e ha�e left.
�ut �e’re also wor�i�g to�ards a �uture

where �ati�e s�e��es �ill thri�e o��e a��i�.

�e �i�ht �er�ei�e the goal of co��er�ation �s
only ‘protect what �e ha�e left’ or ‘l��it the
d��a�e’, whe� it’s that a�d more� �e’re now
���i�g hi�her: our �ati�e �irds �ill thri�e o��e
a��i� �f �e erad��ate i�trod��ed predators�



�ith i��est�e�t i� the predator free mo�e�e�t� it’s not ��st a dre�m� 
�e’�e already �ade great progre�s all arou�d the cou�try� li�e on 

�ir��ar �e�i��ula i� �elli�gton� where there are now �ero Nor��y rats� 
stoats� �e��els� a�d po����s� a�d the co��u�ity ha�e �ee� �ati�e 
�irdl��e soar �y 7�% �ith more tūī, kākāri�i� pī�a�a�a�a� a�d kākā.

�n short� whe� �e ta�e predator free �ction� it wor�s� 
Aotearoa �s already a world leader i� predator

erad��ation – now �e’re ste��i�g it u� to the �ext le�el.

So, Predator Free 2050 �s the goal: Erad��ate the 
most d��a�i�g i�trod��ed predators �stoats� rats 

a�d po�����) from all of Aotearoa �y 2050�

�nd it’s a jour�ey �e’re all on to�ether. �t’s not
��st a go�er��e�t thi�g� it’s so�ethi�g �e �a�

all pl�y a �art i�: la�dow�ers� i�i� ���i�e��es�
�chools� co��u�it�es a�d i�di�id�als�



�nd �e’�e got a three �art pla� to �et �s there�
�e’re mo�il��i�g a �ation�ide mo�e�e�t to fo��s
e�fort� resour�es a�d thi��i�g on �ch�e�i�g the goal.
�e� �eala�ders are already ta�i�g �ction - �ith
o�er ����0 tra��i�g grou�s arou�d the cou�try�

�e’re ��i�g our �i�i i��e��ity to create �e� tools a�d
technolo�y to erad��ate predators� �t’s hi�hly po���ble �e’ll
��e tech solutio�s �y 2050 �e �a�’t e�e� ��a�i�e tod�y�

Could �e �ee �iode�rad�ble �er�al tra�s� Predator detection 
��i�g ����? A �e� predator �irth control tech�i��e�

The�, o��e �e ha�e �u�port ��ste�s� �cti�e
co��u�it�es� a�d i�no�ati�e tools� �e’ll �e

ready to ���elerate erad��ation of i�trod��ed
predators �cro�s the whole cou�try�

So �e all ha�e a role to pl�y – whether that’s 
�etti�g i�vol�ed i� tra��i�g� or s�readi�g the 
word� or ��m�ly u�dersta�di�g a�d �u�porti�g 

the goal - �ee�i�g it top of �i�d�



�nd that’s e��y to do whe� there’s so�ethi�g
so ����i�g to look for�ard to: a cou�try

where our �ildl��e �a� flour�sh a��i� �ithout 
the threat of i�trod��ed predators�

�nd that hel�s all of �s� not ��st the �irds� �i�e the wha�at�u�ī
����: ‘Ko �u te whe��a� ko te whe��a� ko �u’: I �m the la�d a�d

the la�d �s �e� Whe� �ature flour�shes� the �eople flour�sh.

��a�i�e �i�i at our �eet, the song of the �ell�ird i�
the �ir, i�cred�ble o�e�of�a��i�d wonders� ��u�da�t

li�e a�ples on trees� That’s all of �s thri�i�g�

�ut let’s ��st ta�e it e��y on sha�i�g
the kākāpō out of the ��shes eh?

�et’s let them slee� th�s t��e�






